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The Cold War may be consigned to the dustbin of history, but its most ominous legacy — a massive stockpile of y g y g y p
nuclear weapons — lives on. Recent decades have seen the development of a dangerous black market in 
nuclear secrets and materials. Last year President Obama announced a commitment to seeking "the peace and 
security of a world without nuclear weapons." But how will we get there? Can the world realistically head off the 
North Koreans and the Iranians in their quest to become nuclear powers? What are the most effective strategies 
for securing "loose nukes"? 
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Nuclear power: Expansion vs. spread
States with nuclear power and aspiring nuclear power states
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Sources: the IAEA Power Reactor Information System, www.iaea.org/programmes/a2; Frank N. von Hippel, ed., “The Uncertain Future of Fission Power,” review draft, 
wwww.fissilematerials.org; Polity IV Project, Political Regime Characteristics and Transitions, 1800-2007, www.systemicpeace.org/inscr/inscr.htm
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Governance, corruption, and regime type

Sources: World Bank, World Governance Indicators, 1996-2007, info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index/asp; Polity IV Project, Political Regime Characteristics and 
Transitions, 1800-2007, www.systemicpeace.org/inscr.htm.  * Measurement for Democracy/Autocracy  Score is mean Polity IV 20-point  score on a 100-point scale. 
Scores above 50 represent democracy; below 50 implies non-democracy. 
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Reducing proliferation risks

1.  Strengthen the IAEA
Require Additional ProtocolRequire Additional Protocol

2.  Deter NPT Withdrawal
Return to Sender Agreements

3.  Enforce NPT Commitments
Iran Options

4.  Internationalize the fuel cycley
Fuel Banks, Reprocessing Centers, 
and Repositories

5.  Demonstrate NPT Article VI “Good Faith 
Disarmament Efforts”

New START and the NPR
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